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Governor Baker Nominates Kerrin Costello of Newburyport as Clerk Magistrate of 
the Newburyport District Court 
  
BOSTON — Today, Governor Charlie Baker announced the nomination of Kerrin Costello as Clerk 
Magistrate of the Newburyport District Court. Costello has worked for the Trial Court for over twenty 
years, and is currently an Assistant Clerk Magistrate in the Haverhill District Court. 
 
“Kerrin Costello has dedicated years of public service to her community and she is well suited for this 
role as Clerk Magistrate,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “I am pleased to submit her nomination to the 
Governor’s Council for their advice and consent.” 
“Kerrin Costello’s extensive career working in different capacities in the courts has prepared her well to 
serve as a Clerk Magistrate,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. “I am confident that, if confirmed, she will 
serve fairly.”   
The District Court hears a wide range of criminal, civil, housing, juvenile, mental health, and other types 
of cases. District Court criminal jurisdiction extends to all felonies punishable by a sentence up to five 
years, and many other specific felonies with greater potential penalties; all misdemeanors; and all 
violations of city and town ordinances and by-laws. The District Court is located in 62 courts across the 
Commonwealth. 
For more information about the District Court, visit their homepage. 
Judicial nominations are subject to the advice and consent of the Governor’s Council. Applicants for 
judicial openings are reviewed by the Judicial Nominating Commission (JNC) and recommended to the 
governor. Governor Baker established the JNC in February 2015 pursuant to Executive Order 558, a 
non-partisan, non-political Commission composed of volunteers from a cross-section of the 
Commonwealth's diverse population to screen judicial applications. Twenty-one members were later 
appointed to the JNC in April 2015. 
About Kerrin Costello 
 
Kerrin Costello has worked in the Massachusetts Trial Court system since 1997, when she joined the 
Essex County Juvenile Court as a Probation Officer. There, in addition to supervising juvenile 
probationers on delinquency and child in need of services (CHINS) cases, Costello also developed and 
co-facilitated a program for pregnant, court-involved women. In 2008, Costello became the Probation 
Officer-in-Charge of the Salisbury Office of Community Corrections, where her accomplishments include 
the establishment of an Opiate Task Force to address the ongoing crisis. She then joined the Haverhill 
District Court as an Assistant Clerk Magistrate in 2016, where she presides over small claims motions 
and trials and conducts civil motor vehicle hearings, while assisting the Clerk Magistrate in managing 
personnel and court operations. She also served on the team that worked to develop and implement 
the Haverhill District Court’s Drug Court. Prior to serving as a Probation Officer and Assistant Clerk 
Magistrate, Costello worked for the Massachusetts Department of Revenue’s Child Support 
Enforcement Division in a variety of roles from 1991 through 1997. She began as a Financial Assistance 
Technician, then worked as a paralegal, Child Support Enforcement Worker, and Coordinator for court 
scheduling and service of process. Costello holds a Master’s of Education from the University of 
Massachusetts Boston, and a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Vermont.  
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